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What happens in a drought? Is relying on the Buckman Direct Diversion (BDD) putting us at 
greater risk?
No. Using more water from the BDD when it is available allows our groundwater supplies to naturally recharge, increasing 
their supply and availability during drought. This is how the pipeline project increases our overall system reliability, by saving 
our drought-resistant water supplies for greater use during drought. 

What will the City do if the San Juan-Chama Return Flow Pipeline does not fully meet our
future needs?

The City has implemented an ongoing planning process that strives to proactively plan for the future, including changing 
conditions – whether due to increases in population or changes in supply due to climate change or unforeseen conditions. 

The pipeline project will not be the last supply project the City needs, but it – in addition to helping meet our foreseeable 
needs – also provides a foundation for future strategies. For example, it could be adapted to support a potable reuse program 
because it brings water near the advanced treatment facilities at the Buckman Regional WTP. 
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Aquifer Recharge
Is the City also considering Aquifer Storage and Recovery (also called Groundwater Storage 
and Recovery)?
The City comprehensively evaluated aquifer storage and recovery during our last planning cycle. Based on the �ndings of that 
study, which determined that the return �ow pipeline produces the most backup supply at the best cost, the City will not be 
pursuing aquifer storage and recovery as a main source of supply in the near term. However, the City will continue to review 
aquifer storage and recovery options as part of our overall portfolio.

The top co-bene�t of the San Juan-Chama Return Flow Pipeline is that it allows for passive aquifer recharge, letting them 
recharge naturally while we use other water that we already own. This is a key element of the City's strategy for sustainable 
groundwater use. In additional to letting our aquifer recharge, it will also ease pressure on our native surface water –the upper 
Santa Fe River supplies from Nichols and McClure Reservoirs.

This makes upper Santa Fe River water more available to support Living River �ows and natural recharge of the aquifer 
through town. These more natural approaches avoid the need for much more expensive and energy- and chemical-intensive 
advanced treatment of reclaimed water that would be required to meet New Mexico Environment Department standards for 
recharging potable aquifers with reclaimed water.

Our planning process will help us determine if and when we may want to reconsider aquifer recharge with reclaimed water.

Process Considerations
How has public input been received? 
The City has held a series of public forums since 2017 regarding water reuse and water supply planning. In the past 14 months, 
the City hosted two large public engagement meetings, and continued to engage stakeholders on return �ow strategy.

As part of our long-term planning process, we also hosted six public meetings over the past 14 months and conducted a water 
resources survey in the fall of 2020 that encouraged all customers and residents to share their input. 

What future opportunities will there be for public input?
Public input will be actively solicited as part of:

•  NEPA - environmental permitting processes for the San Juan-Chama Return Flow Pipeline

•  New Mexico O�ce of the State Engineer permitting 

•  City's ongoing long-range water supply planning e�orts


